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The following excerpts are from the Tidings articles and Sunday
Sermons written by The Reverend Robert D. Gerhard, during his
twenty six years as Rector at St Thomas Episcopal Church in Terrace
Park, Ohio. He served from 1968 through 1994.

In January 1969 Bob Gerhard commented on his approaching
institution as follows:

“ An institution is like a marriage service. That is, each party to it
delivers over to the other enormous responsibility. The Rector takes
responsibility for the Parish, and the Parish takes responsibility for the
Rector. The point being that it takes the commitment, and consecrated
effort, of both to serve God effectively as a parish family.”

In May 1984 Bob wrote about the parish, St Thomas, this way:

“...St Thomas Church ...is 3 congregations with at least 3 mind sets
and 3 variations in the way God is approached in worship. We have
everything: From the contemporary music and warm informality of Prayer &
Praise to the strictly traditional. From guitar to organ. From the religious
expression of young families to the quiet piety of elderly singles. From the
vigorous youth fellowship to the warmth and support of the retirement
group. “Indeed, we are a varied group of people with different tastes and
needs. To an outside observer, it is miraculous that we all hang together as
well as we do. But the miracle can be understood when we see each and
every unique and distinct person of this congregation standing before the
Altar with joy and gratitude....”




1969 Life’s Priorities

There are few men and women known to me who could not profit from some time off alone. People in these
parts seem to be very busy about everything: their business, their homes, and their families. Have we considered how
we spend our leisure? Some work very hard at being leisurely and many a sunburn and aching back is brought back to
an office on a Monday morning. But what is more serious, many a person returns to his daily life at best half rested and
at worst exhausted after a weekend at home.

Activistic though we may be, still most of us reverence the qualities of thoughtfulness and personal tranquility in
those we know. Many of us have very little idea of how we might gain them for our own lives.

As with most other things, there is a price to pay. The price may mean a revision in our style of life to build in,
as it were, the time to be quiet and alone. It means going over our lives and pruning away the superfluous ruthlessly.

If you want your home to be a haven rather than a hostel, you must cultivate the virtues. If you want your home
to be a source of strength to every member of your family, then you must build your life on Christ, in the sheltering arms
of His church. It is literally impossible to do this without finding time to be re-created at the altar as well as finding time
to be re-created in the quietness of solitary prayer. If your weekends are well spent, you should come back to Monday
closer to God and to each member of your family. You should come back rested from some quiet time being by
yourself. You should come back, in short, re-created and hence closer to the truth of your life.

1969 Reflections

St. Thomas shares with only a few other churches | can remember, a certain atmosphere which is exceedingly
rare in an age such as the present.

The quality of that atmosphere is hard to put into words. Rudolph Otto in his book entitled THE IDEA OF THE
HOLY has called this quality “the numinous”. Adjectives such as awe-inspiring; mysterious, fascinating and so forth do
not describe what is numinous, yet at the same time each word participates to some degree in its meaning.

Certainly, for most of us who would sit alone in the nave there is a feeling of peaceful apartness. Then, |
suppose, one is next aware of the quiet of such intensity and duration which is alien to much of our lives. Old churches
have a smell about them too. An odor of long extinguished beeswax candles, just a trace of the smell of wine, faded
flowers and old books. Then there is the faint residual smell of people; many, many people over a long period of time.
Each of these add to the total experience of the numinous.

Many people have sat where you are sitting in the dimness. They have wept here, prayed here, agonized here,
felt pain here and dozed through countless sermons here. A young woman anticipating her coming wedding has sat in
this pew filled with love and hope and happiness. An old man has sat here pondering his rapidly approaching death.
Children have scampered in the aisles and the floor is pitted by their slamming down the kneelers. The varnish is worn
on the floor from the shuffling of many feet and by human knees bent in prayer.

More than anything else, however, there comes to you the overwhelming awareness of God. Everywhere there
is God. Not just for me now, but for countless others; those who have gone before; those that are living still; and those
who will live tomorrow. The numinous charged sanctuary, dim and silent, happening in many times and many lives, a
crossroads, a way-station on a journey —and everywhere there is God.

1970 Christian Maturity

The Greek words Sophos — wise — and Moros-foolish- have been combined in the English language to form the
word sophomore. This is a word we usually understand as referring to a second year college or high school student
who often, combines these two basic qualities of wisdom and foolishness to an unparalleled degree—inexperienced,
untested, yet arrogant in their firm possession of 1000% of the truth. Pharasical in that sophomoric mentality measures
the creation and all that is in it with their dimestore ruler.

Amusing, you say, and you are partly right. In the words above, perhaps, there is a caricature that many of us
can identify with only a twinge of embarrassment. Yet not amusing at all for the sophomoric mentality the way it seems
to be celebrated on college campuses these days, supported and abetted by those who run such establishments and
who are fixating a kind of behavior that has all the political and social potentials of a neo-brownshirt movement. The
foundations of unreason in the temple of violence are being laid before our eyes.

What does this mean to the Christian Church? Only that there arises the spectre of one more power which will
try to use the Church for its own end and, win or lose in that attempt, will shortly consider disposing of it altogether.

The Church in every century has suffered persecution somewhere. There are some who believe that the late
20™ or the 21% centuries will be the turn of Christianity in the West to bear this terror. The Christian Church does not
co-exist readily or for very long with barbarians or tyrants. It does not live well with those who attempt through
ignorance to pervert the Gospel. But it cannot live at all with the human products of a sophomoric civilization.




1970 Faith in Action

| would call what is happening the “ARMAGEDDON MIND” of an enormous number of people in America today.
The “ARMAGEDDON MIND” is a kind of pessimism about and fear of the future which has become an endemic
response of people to social and economic change. It causes people to think negatively even disparagingly of our
ability to manage anything in a world such as ours has become.

People strike out or focus their pent-up frustrations on some sort of scapegoat, a person or a cause. They vote
down school bonds, avoid problems regardless of the destructive social consequences and even stop going to church
because even Christianity is “going to hell in a handbasket” and God has obviously failed to do anything about it.

This is a time when we must see the "ARMAGEDDON MIND” for what it is—destructive! This is a time to make
a special commitment to those institutions and causes you want to see survive because clearly they will not make it
without you and miliions like you. Disagree — argue, protest — fight, but don’t cop-out. In our time that has got to be
CULTURAL SUICIDE.

1971 Human Reflections

A fulfilled person, one who has managed his time and talent to find many areas of satisfaction, is never bored
whether he is 35 or 75 years old.

Happiness, like satisfaction, is similar to running across swampy ground. To stop jumping from stone to stone
and merely to stand on one means to slowly sink into the morass.

If you are depressed by the weather, or other factors beyond your control, the Christian question might be to
ask yourselves how many stones of satisfaction you have to jump on or, in other words, how have you managed your
time and talents in the light of the Christian goals of wholeness and fulfillment.

1971 Certainty of Life

The recent foul-up of the NORAD warning system reminds us all once again how close Armageddon could be.
“Murphy’s Law” states that if anything can go wrong it will sooner or later. It is ironic, | think, in this highly technical age
where so much is computerized and programmed, where human efficiency has reached its historical apex, that we
should be so frighteningly vulnerable to human error, stupidity, or depravity.

The scriptures say that the foolishness of God is greater than the wisdom of man. A human being who doesn’t
comprehend this truth is almost dangerous to his fellow man. Our working assumptions for life are that the world will be
around for a very long time, and that what needs to be done to keep the whole clanking apparatus of human society
going will be done by someone else, somewhere else, with sufficient competency to get by with.

When the alarm goes off, however, we realize that these are only assumptions and that we reaily have no
certainty about any of them.

On Ash Wednesday when we kneel to receive a small spot of ashes on our forehead the officient says:
“Remember O Man, that dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt return.” A little thought on the matter would reveal that the
assumption that underlies this bald statement is absolutely true. There are no statements about when or who — only the
basic fact of human existence in time and space.

1971 Christian Growth

God’s choice gift to man — the point of creation where we are at present — is the point of infantile human
consciousness. We are in the process of growth and transformation into something else. God, like parents to small
children, loves us as much for what we are as for what we are becoming and shall someday be. The Christian joyfully
and confidently trusts in God’s plan for the world and has cause to rejoice in the “dangerous gift” of consciousness as a
sign of blessings to come.

1972 Christian Behavior

Just as many alcoholics allow the remorse of yesterdays to poison their todays, or put off to some hypothetical
tomorrow that which should be faced today — so many Christians behave.

We often think our religious failures of yesterday, our apostasy and petty self-seeking will preclude God'’s
forgiveness and restoration today. Secure therefore in that poisonous distortion, we dare not live creatively in His Spirit
in the NOW — passing up the greatest of all conceivable opportunities.

Or else, we Christians often say to God, like St Augustine: Make me a Christian — preferably the day after
tomorrow, putting off to some future day the foreseeable crises that would disturb our equanimity if we were to let Him in
NOW!

Dr Jung once said that neurosis in a person was always the result of not facing legitimate pain. Spiritual
neurosis and psychosis in like manner is the result of not facing God in the now — in the today — “Copping out” in both




cases leads to disease.

These few thoughts are offered here because early in the New Year there are still some people who make
resolutions. To such people the idea of spiritual resolutions may be novel but nonetheless weighty. All new years, like
all new days, have the potential for disaster or for blessing — good luck and Happy New Year.

1972 Reflections after Christmas

This is the New Year's edition of “Tidings” being written after the wonderful confusion of Christmas. | do not
} know how you feel about it. But after a good night’s rest, | do become reflective. A dozen friends wrote me in their cards
| about drastic changes in their personal lives, both of a joyous and sad nature. The overall effect is that the flux and flow
| of characteristic of living these days. A scientist once observed that we, in this portion of the 20" century, are
| experiencing more change in a decade than our forebears before 1800 experienced in a century. | think this gentleman
was referring primarily to technological change, but | believe it has real application to the human side of life as well.

The Christian Church as the Christian life is authentic, and is based on eternal and fixed principles. Jesus lived,
ministered, died and rose at a distinct point in history. We may debate and re-define what that means to us today, but
because He is who He said He was, and we know it, the implications for our lives remain the same.

In the 20™ Century we might have a more detailed idea of what the universe is like and what the constituents of
that atom might be. We might have thought many of God thoughts after Him in the realm of science, but we take our
lead about what human life means, who we are, and where we're destined, from the revelation of the person of Christ.
Things will change, but values, taking their origin from the mighty act of God in Jesus Christ, will never change.

At least to me, as | contemplate the sweeping changes in the world, the lives of my friends and in my own life,
this is the Comfortable Gospel (comfortable in the right way).

So let's move on to 1973 (The year of Grace). The script may be somewhat different than before and the
players might change, but the point of it alt remains the same. Praise the Lord!

1972 Sunday School

In spite of the “deploring” going on about slipping moral standards; of widespread public confusion of priorities
and human values; not to mention the woeful ignorance of people concerning their religious heritage and the Holy
Scriptures, we cannot convince 50% of our parents with younger children to devote one hour of the 168 hours of the
week to learning along with their children. If the world and the future are delivered over to the barbarians and
psychopaths it will be because we delivered it to them by our own personal default bit by bit. In order that evil should
triumph itis only necessary that the good do nothing.

1972 The Grace of God

One of the marks of a mature human being is that he recognize how probiematic things are. The “there but for
the grace of God go I” realization of what, when and where things are going good in our life, we perceive could easily be
otherwise in the twinkling of an eye — the job, our health, our kids, safe commuting on Wooster Pike — you name it!

Recognizing that things could be worse than they are, may be a neurotic state of mind, but | really don’t think so.
A Christian is a giver of thanks. In an ingrate world which, to an even greater extent than ever before, seems to be
populated by a growing hoard of ill-mannered louts (whom mysteriously God loves too), a Christian is called upon to be
reflective enough to perceive the graceful hand of God in the affairs of man, including his own personal life. Christians
over the centuries have found this difficult to do in supine position in bed on the Sabbath. Extensive Christian
experience dictates that the giving of thanks is best done in a gathering with brothers and sisters for at least one of the
168 hours of the week. (On Sunday, friends!)

1977 Schism in Church Bodies

Schism has become a painfully familiar occurrence among the larger church bodies these past few years. The
Missouri Synod Lutherans, the Presbyterians, the Roman Catholic Church, and lastly the Episcopalians are cases in
point.

| think it is safe to say that in each of these disputes, although many other factors are uniquely involved, the
basic issue boiled down to the question, “How do we cope with a rapidly changing world?” In each of these split-ups
were to be found a substantial group of peopie who looked with dismay at what they regarded as challenges to familiar
religious understandings and reacted by "going back to basics” — by which they meant working harder to fit the old
solutions and styles to the new times and circumstances, at the same time condemning and rejecting all others who did
not see the merit of their approach.

In opposition to the group described above was in each case a counter group who with equal fervor held the
view that not to change was to die and who were for innovation at all costs.

In the case of the Episcopal Church, the unity which we have had since the beginning was shattered in St. Louis
last week. The ostensible issues were the ordination of women and the change of the Prayer Book. The deeper issues,
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| believe, center around the question of what the contestants think the church is and believe it should be doing.

To base your churchmanship solely on tradition provides you mainly with a rear view mirror.

To base your churchmanship solely on responding to issues ahead blinds you to the wealth of experience that
may prove valuable from the experience of former generations.

The human dimension of the problem is just this: The cardinal sins of today among otherwise good Christian
people are Impatience and Self-Righteousness.

The church of which we are members really does not belong to us at all. Jesus is the Lord of this church and
that means it belongs to Him and not to us. He has promised never to abandon it and He won’t. His Will will prevail and
be made known among us all -- clearly -- if we but give Him a chance. | would commend to each of you and to myself
the virtues of patience and humility.

Pray for this church and for all the other families of Christ that we may proceed closer to the Master. We know
that as we come closer to Jesus we come closer to each other in His Holy Spirit.

1980 Community

Outside my study window is a tree, its branches bare now in mid-winter. As | look out this cold February
morning, | see two mourning doves with fluffed up feathers, sitting in my tree, passing the time of day. Have you noticed
that one rarely sees one of these creatures alone? This pair resembles an elderly married couple rocking on the front
porch passing the time away, contented just to be together.

The almost universal need of all life, expressed in different ways and in different degrees, is to be together with
its own kind. One could not really understand the species of mourning doves without seeing them together. in the
same way, to understand human beings completely, one must see them in their context with other human beings.
Marriage, parenting, friendship, work, and our social relations — all are expressions of that universal need to be together
with someone which imparts particular meaning to human life.

It must follow that in choosing whom you will be with in life, in whatever relationship, you create your particular
meaning in life — provide the central clue by which you are understood by others and yourself.

The assembly of Christians for worship on any Sunday must be seen in this general context. It is a master
human activity, the purpose of which is to impart meaning in life. Not just to the solitary worshipper or the single family,
but to the community and to all mankind. The values by which we human beings live our lives are not objects or things.
They are targets we reach for every day of our lives, and we strive always in human context. Being together with
someone makes it easier when we are tired, distracted or just plain confused.

No one can successfully worship God for long as an exclusively solitary pursuit. We really do need to be
together to give and to receive, but most importantly to find together the meaning that God imparts to His very body, the
church, right now.

1980 Lent

Our spiritual forefathers, as demonstrated repeatedly in Holy Scriptures, turned to God in times of crisis by
fasting and repentance. This age-old spiritual practice was not undertaken to cause God to have pity on his people as
much as it was for us to reestablish the kind of relationship with God that mankind always seems to forget. That
relationship was and is one that is based, first of all, on just such a conscious putting aside of everything else in life
temporarily to acknowledge God’s sovereign Lordship. That moment of acknowledgement is quickly lost unless it is
given substance in actual repentance, that is, in addressing and correcting in our own lives that which has fallen away
from the knowledge and fear of the Lord—those things, practices, ideas or dispositions that are obstacles to our
relationship with God.

It has always been known that unaddressed sin in human life destroys our ability to pray and to listen to God.
Self-centeredness, sloth, anger, greed, envy, indulgence and other sins preclude any communication with God.

It may be that we as the people of God need to take this ancient practice seriously to heart as we never have
done before. It is the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit and the inexhaustible strength of God that we need to face the
decade of the 80s opening to us this Lent.

1981 Language and the Bible

| received a letter from a lady several weeks ago which was written to comment on a sermon she had heard at a
service at St. Thomas. However, she added several short paragraphs in which she shared with me how alienated she
felt because of the language used in the service, and especially in the sermon itself, which was couched in terminology
suggesting that God had to be conceived exclusively in masculine terms.

I think this person is putting her finger on something that is quite important, and | respond with sympathy to her
sense of pain on the matter of sexist language in traditional refigion. | think it is clear, however, even in the mind of my
correspondent, that God’s offer of salvation and His gifts to us are given with no particular sexual distinction. And that in
Christ there is no East or West, North or South, slave or free, male or female.

What is at issue is the integrity of the message delivered. To expunge the Holy Bible of its masculine bias
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